In the title compound, C 10 H 8 O 3 (systematic name 3-hydroxymethyl-4H-chromen-4-one), the fused-ring system is slightly puckered [dihedral angle between the rings = 3.84 (11) ]. The hydroxy O atom deviates from the heterocyclic ring by 1.422 (1) 
Related literature
For the biological activities of related compounds, see: Sun et al. (2009) ; Helguera et al. (2013) ; Venkateswararao et al. (2014) . For the synthesis of the title compound, see: ArayaMaturana et al. (2003) .
Experimental
2.1. Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
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S1. Comment
Many derivatives of the title compound (3-hydroxymethylchromone) are reported as retinoic acid receptor binders (Sun et al. (2009) ), human monoamine oxidase inhibitors (Helguera et al. (2013) ) and anti-proliferative agents (Venkateswararao et al. (2014) ).
The mean deviation of the least-square planes for the non-hydrogen atoms except hydroxy O3 atom is 0.0479 Å, and the largest deviation is 0.146 (2) Å for C10. These mean that these atoms are essentially coplanar ( 
S2. Experimental
The title compound was synthesized from 3-formylchromone according to the literature method (Araya-Maturana et al.
2003)
. Colourless blocks were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethyl acetate solution of the title compound at room temperature.
S3. Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were placed in geometrical positions [C-H 0.95 Å and O-H 0.84 Å], and refined using a riding model with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq of the parent atoms.
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level.
Figure 2
A view of the packing of the title compound. O-H···O hydrogen bonds are represented as dashed lines.
3-(Hydroxymethyl)-4H-chromen-4-one
Crystal data 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factor (gt). 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (
